The Dawbarn Awards celebrate and reward exceptional individuals in the Community of Staunton, Waynesboro, and Augusta County. Established in 1992 by H. Dunlop “Buz” Dawbarn, the annual award ceremony has become one of the Community Foundation’s signature events.  The purpose of this fund is to improve public education in our community.  As was the intent of Mr. Dawbarn, ten awards are made each year to:

· Classroom teachers of pre-school, elementary, and secondary students enrolled in the public schools that have most successfully inspired, encouraged, and fostered learning among the students under their charge.

· Individuals (including parents, teachers, administrators, coaches, school bus drivers, mentors, volunteers, or any other individuals) who have demonstrated a commitment to inspiring, encouraging, and fostering the education of young people.

· Persons who, by successful and effective mentoring and tutoring, have encouraged young women to remain and succeed in school.

One of the recipients of the 2011 Dawbarn Education Award is the Moss Foundation Board Member – Boo Elkins.
Boo Elkins – Preschool Family Service Advocate, Augusta County Schools
Boo Elkins, a Preschool Family Service Advocate for the Augusta County School system, has been a powerful presence in the Staunton-Augusta County Area for 25 years. Whatever hat she wears, Boo is touching the lives of students, families, her colleagues, and the greater community. In her capacity of Family Service Worker she assists the families in getting their needs met, whatever those needs may be. She has helped students’ parents obtain adequate housing, medical insurance, GED’s, high school diplomas, job training, food assistance, clothing assistance and Christmas assistance. While helping these families she goes above and beyond the requirements of her job, going the extra mile to help them achieve their goals. Because of the students’ young age, the wraparound services provided for the family are CRITICAL to the child’s success at school.

While Boo’s influence has been remarkable during the school day, her influence and interests extend far beyond the classroom. For many years she has given up weekend and holiday time to insure that those with needs are met. One example (out of many) of her dedication would be the way she helped a mother of one preschooler.  This woman had been a teen mother, and had few employment options. Boo Elkins helped her set a goal of getting her high school diploma, gave her the confidence to take the first steps, and went with her to the appropriate office and helped her through the application process. Boo was there for her whenever she needed encouragement and because of that, this young mother finished a nine month program in 5 months, received her diploma and is now working as a substitute at a local school.  She, in turn, has offered to mentor others who are contemplating pursuing their diplomas. Through this one act of dedication Boo has changed not only one woman’s life, but the lives of that woman’s children as well.  What will be the ripple effect of Boo’s body of work? Hundreds of families and their children  in our area have improved their chances of a better life due to Boo’s dedication and ceaseless energy. Truly Boo’s influence will touch future generations

